Excision of the clavicle. A review of the nineteenth-century literature.
Reports of excision of the clavicle in the nineteenth century literature are reviewed, and certain operative complications discussed. Osteomyelitis was the most common indication, and was described first in this country by Syme in 1833. The first successful excision of the entire clavicle was performed by McCreary of Kentucky in 1813. The removal of tumour-bearing clavicles provided memorable challenges at a time when anaesthetics were not available, blood transfusion unknown and antibiotic therapy non-existent.